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BCBFA BC BREEDER & FEEDER ASSOCIATION

Feeder Associations Loan Guarantee Program – Bred Heifer Associations Loan Guarantee Program

Financing for feeder cattle, sheep and bred heifers/cows is available throughout B.C. from Cooperative Feeder and Bred Heifer Associations.  The Province provides a loan guarantee to the Association’s lender.  All persons are eligible who reside in British Columbia, are at least 19 years of age and own or lease a farm or ranch.  Financing for feeders is for a one year term.  Financing  for 

bred heifers/cows is over a 5 year term.  Cattlemen, please contact your local association                                                                    .
Cariboo Chilcotin Cooperative Feeders Assoc
Lakes Feeders Cooperative Assoc



North Peace B.C. Feeder Cooperative

Secretary Don Buchanan, Williams Lake


Lakes Bred Heifer Cooperative




North Peace B.C. Bred Heifer Cooperative Assoc

Ph 250/392-1054
Fax 250/392-1035



Secretary: Mary McEntire, Burns Lake



South Peace Feeder Cooperative












Ph 250/694-3653  Fax 250/694-3653



South Peace B.C. Bred Heifer Cooperative Assoc

Central Interior Feeders Cooperative Assoc












Secretary: Connie Patterson, Dawson Creek

Secretary:  Audrey Cooper, Vanderhoof


Okanagan Feeders Cooperative Association

Ph 250/782-6272  Fax 250/782-1881 (work)

Ph 250/567-2049  Fax 250/567-9049



Southern Interior Bred Heifer Cooperative

Ph 250/782-3923  Fax 250/784-0223 (res)












Secretary Michele Lypchuk, Armstrong

Top of the Fraser Cooperative Feeders Assoc
Ph 250/546-2638  Fax 250/546-8037



Cariboo Bred Heifer Cooperative

Secretary: Dorothy Simpson, McBride













Quesnel Cooperative Feeders Assoc

Ph 250/569-3343  Fax 250/569-3343



Fraser Nechako Bred Heifer Cooperative Assoc 
Secretary Lindy Gilson, Quesnel












Secretary:  Angela Dykstra





Phone 250/992-8483  Fax 250/992-8489












Ph 250/567-4788  Fax 250/567-4644



Phone 250/747-8413  Fax 250/747-8410 (work)

Advantages to the Livestock Producer 


· Reliable source of credit available on short notice from the Association

· Interest rate is competitive or better than on an individual basis

· 5% deposit on feeders and 10% deposit on bred heifers/cows allows producers to continue during periods of limited cash flow.

· The association is controlled by the members 

· Livestock mortality insurance

For more information contact BCBFA BC Breeder & Feeder Assoc.

Lindy Gilson, 5641 Bastin Road Quesnel BC V2J 6R1

Phone 250-747-8413  Fax  250-747-8410 (Res)

Phone 250-992-8483  Fax 250-992-8489 (Work)

CIDC – “Cattle dollars working for cattle producers”
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS & WEBSITES

· Crop Insurance –www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropins/index.htm
· AgriStability & AgriInvest 2007 –  (www.agr.gc.ca/caisprogram/form.html).  2007 Interim Applications are available.

· B.C. Breeder & Feeder Assocation – one stop website at www.bcbfa.ca
· BSE Updates are available at www.info-cca.ca.  You may have these updates sent to you daily if you register.  

· B.C. Meating News “Newsletters” – all newsletters available at www.bcfpa.ca/mies.html 
· Meat Transition Assistance Program – info available at www.bcfpa.ca/mtap.html  

· B.C. Food Processor’s Association www.bcfpa.ca
· B.C. Agriculture Events Calendar www.infobasket.gov.bc.ca/RemotePortlets/CommunitySpecific/Welcome/Extension_Events.asp
· Minister Bell’s PodCasts www.gov.bc.ca/al/popt/media_room/podcast.htm
Any member wishing to be added onto our email list please let me know.  BSE Updates plus other producer information is sent out regularly.  My email  address is  bearvaly@quesnelbc.com.  

INTEREST RELIEF PROGRAM

Interest Relief through the Federal Advance Payments Program is available on up to $100,000.00 of your feeder loan.  On existing feeder contracts, the deadline to apply is Feb. 15th, 2008.  For all new feeder contracts please contact your local association or the BCBFA office for more information.  The application is attached.

AgriStability Industry Advisory

\

Enrolment Notices for AgriStability were mailed in mid-November to farmers who participated in 2005 and 2006 CAIS.  Past CAIS participants who would like to participate but have not received an Enrolment Notice,  please call the Contact Centre at 1-877-367-8506.  Farmers who were not CAIS participants, but would like to participate in 2007 AgriStability will need a New Participant Package and must request one before December 31, 2007. Call 1-877-367-8506 or request the package on the Web site at www.agr.gc.ca/agristability.  Farmers who received an Enrolment Notice, but do not want to participate in 2007 AgriStability, must submit the tear-off section indicating they do not want to participate for 2007, by December 31, 2007. Otherwise, they will be required to pay the fee even if they chose not to participate for the year.  Farmers who do not respond are considered AgriStability participants and must pay the fee.

Deadline to submit 2007 AgriStability fee or decline participation - The deadline for farmers to send in their fee or to let us know they do not want to participate in AgriStability for the 2007 program year is December 31, 2007 (or 30 days from the date on their Enrolment Notice).  Farmers who miss this deadline have some additional time to pay the fee. However, they have to pay a 20% penalty. The final deadline to pay the fee and penalty, to remain eligible for 2007 AgriStability is April 30, 2008.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) will be holding information seminars and one-on-one producer meetings throughout the province to discuss the new suite of programs, namely Agri-Invest and AgriStability, that are replacing the CAIS program in Growing Forward.


Information Sessions on the new suite of business risk management programs, including AgriInvest and

AgriStability, are coming soon to a community near you.  Topics important to your farm business will be covered, including:

• How the new programs can work for you

• Tips on how to complete the 2007 Interim and Harmonized form

	Town
	Location
	Date
	Time

	Cranbrook  
	Heritage Inn 
	February 4, 2008 
	7:00 - 9:00 PM

	Kelowna 
	Ramada Hotel 
	February 7, 2008 
	7:00 - 9:00 PM

	Oliver 
	Community Centre 
	February 11, 2008 
	7:00 - 9:00 PM

	Abbotsford 
	Ramada Plaza 
	February 14, 2008 
	7:00 - 9:00 PM

	Vanderhoof 
	Hillview Motel 
	February 25, 2008 
	7:00 - 9:00 PM

	Dawson Creek 
	The George Dawson Inn 
	February 27, 2008 
	7:00 - 9:00 PM

	Williams Lake 
	Overlander Hotel 
	March 3, 2008 
	7:00 - 9:00 PM

	Kamloops 
	Executive Inn 
	March 6, 2008 
	7:00 - 9:00 PM


You may also set up a one on one sessions

	Town
	Location
	Date
	Time
	Contact Ph. Number

	Cranbrook 
	Access Centre 
	February 4, 2008 
	8:30 - 4:30 
	Nicole Ramsey 888-812-8811

	Creston 
	Access Centre 
	February 5, 2008 
	8:30 - 4:30 
	Nicole Ramsey 888-812-8811

	Kelowna 
	Ministry of Agriculture & Lands
	February 6,7 8 2008 
	8:30 - 4:30 
	Tracey Delowsky 888-332-3352 or 250-861-7211

	Oliver 
	Court House 
	February 11,12 2008 
	8:30 - 4:30 
	Nicole Ramsey 888-812-8811 or 250-498-5250

	Abbotsford 
	Ministry of Agriculture & Lands
	February 13,14,15 2008 
	8:30 - 4:30 
	Elizabeth Margerison 888-221-7141 or 604-556-3001

	Vanderhoof 
	Access Centre 
	February 25,26 2008 
	8:30 - 4:30 
	Donna Spade 877-702-5585

	Dawson Creek 
	Ministry of Transportation 
	February 27,28 2008 
	8:30 - 4:30 
	Shelley Greenwood 877-772-2200 or 250-784-2601

	Fort St. John 
	Ministry of Agriculture & Lands
	February 29, 2008 
	8:30 - 4:30 
	Jeanne Walsh 888-822-1345 or 250-787-3240

	Williams Lake 
	Ministry of Agriculture & Lands
	March 3, 4, 2008 
	8:30 - 4:30 
	Donna Spade 877-702-5585

	Kamloops 
	Ministry of Agriculture & Lands
	March 5, 6, 7, 2008 
	8:30 - 4:30 
	Celine Kohlberger 888-823-3355 or 250-371-6050


HORN LEVY
A $10 per head levy is charged when producers sell cattle with horns in British Columbia. The Cattle Horned Act uses the levy to encourage the dehorning of cattle in order to reduce economic impacts of injuries caused by animals with horns.  As producers, make sure you are taking steps to dehorn your calves and yearlings before going to market.  (Cattle need to be healed before shipping).

PURCHASE ORDERS
 
For members purchasing cattle through a licensed auction market you must have a purchase order.  All approvals, documentation and deposit funds must be in order prior to a purchase order being given.  Please contact your association to obtain a purchase order.  

CCIA TAGGING

As of September 1, 2006 all cattle are to be tagged with a CCIA approved RFID tag.  In order to facilitate the transition to RFID, bar code tags will continue to be recognized until at least December 31, 2007 and recognized on mature breeding stock indefinitely.  The CCIA Board of Directors would like to remind all Producers that it is in everyone’s best interest to tag with RFID tags as soon as possible.  

AGE VERIFICATION  
At present some of our international trading partners are requiring Age Verification as a prerequisite for export. By Age Verifying their cattle, producers are increasing the potential for access to domestic and international markets. As we progress through this time of transition we may see cattle discounted if they are not Age Verified.  For these reasons we strongly recommend that BC producers age verify their calves.  The CCIA Helpdesk is available for producers who have questions about the Age Verification Process.  For more information please call toll free 1-877-909-2333 or visit www.canadaid.com  to obtain instructions and templates.  

BRANDING

If you are on the bred heifer program all calves from the contract cattle must be branded by June 1st.  Please notify your association supervisor when this has been completed so that they may be inspected.  


In addition all cattle purchased on the feeder program must be branded with your association’s brand and your ID number.  

HOW TO REPORT MISSING LIVESTOCK

If you believe that you are missing livestock you should immediately contact your local livestock inspector or the OII office at 250-314-9686 or by email at info@ownership_id.com. The information that you will have to supply will be: 

· a complete description of the animal(s); 

· the number missing; 

· the brand(s) on the animal(s); 

· the location missing from; and, 

· your name and address. 

You may download a form you can use to report missing livestock (PDF format) from the O.I.I. website address:  www.ownership-id.com/index.php.  This information will them be circulated to the inspection staff in BC along with the RCMP and adjoining livestock inspection agencies.  In most cases if the livestock are carrying a registered BC brand they can be easily traced. If unbranded it is far more difficult to trace them. 

LIVESTOCK MANIFESTS

All Producers should complete a livestock manifest when shipping cattle.  The following is an example of how to complete one correctly.  If you have any questions or are unsure please contact your local brand inspector or O.I.I. (Ownership Identification Inc.) at 250-314-9686
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ownership-id.com/image/livestock_manifest.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



Horn Levy Newsletter - http://www.cattlefund.net/SiteCM/U/D/D05D026C582BC3BD.pdf
CCIA (Canadian Cattle Identification Agency) Newsletter - http://www.canadaid.com/Spring%202007%20Newsletter.pdf
Verified Beef Production Newsletter - http://www.cattlemen.bc.ca/SiteCM/U/D/4864C3096818DC22.pdf
CIDC (Cattle Industry Development Council) Newsletter - http://www.cattlefund.net/SiteCM/U/D/8CF7DB39BEC0AB3E.pdf
NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting 

of the 

B.C. Breeder and Feeder Association

will be held in June, 2008

in 

Prince George, B.C.

All members are invited and encouraged to attend.  All beef producers are invited to attend the afternoon seminar following the Annual General Meeting.

For more information please contact Lindy Gilson (250)747-8413 or bearvlly@telus.net
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