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NEWSLETTER

May, 2005
BCBFA AGM notice attached
All members welcome. June 4

Prince George.                   
                      

GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

· Crop Insurance – application deadline for 2006 crops is November 30, 2005.  
· CAISP 2004 – application deadline is September 30, 2004.  The applications are available on the CAISP website (www.agr.gc.ca/caisprogram/form.html)

· CAISP 2005 Interim – Applications are available on the CAISP website.  
· FIP (Farm Income Program) – recently announced program.  For those producers who had applied for TISP, you will receive a cheque in the mail.  The figure is based on your TISP inventory December 23, 2003.  It is $19.00/head of which the first cheque issued will be a percentage of.  For those producers who did not apply for TISP the application form for FIP is attached.  
CAIS COMMENTS 


For producers who have had a herd increase since 1998 the CAIS accrual forms should be checked out.  It may work in your favor, as the value of the herd increase is added back onto your reference margin and will increase it.  Your crop value increase or decrease and payable/receivable increase/decrease is also taken into account.  


Do not forget that you must opt for your coverage.  Most people have opted for the maximum.  The deadline for your CAIS deposit has been extended to March 31st, 2006.  You will need to have only 1/3 of your deposit in by then.   


I think it is important to remember that CAIS is the only program that will be available to producers.  Any additional government programs may be funneled through CAIS.  If you’re not on it you may not be eligible.  It is not an easy task to get the applications completed and takes a lot of work, but once you are set up the yearly reporting is much simpler.  Accountants are the key to this program.  Your accountant needs to be familiar with CAIS so that they can work for you to maximize any potential claim you may have.  If your accountant is unfamiliar or unwilling to look at this program, you may want to consider finding an accountant who will.   
BRED HEIFER – CALF BRANDING
A reminder to everyone who has heifers/cows on contract.  Your calves must be branded by June 1st.  Please contact Brian Pettitt at 747-3068 and let him know that your branding is done.  Any member not wanting to brand their calves can opt to make their annual payment by June 1st.  We are continuing to encourage members when branding their calves to somehow ID them with a tagging system so that the calves branded with the lazy 2 are easily identified.  If you, the producer can not easily identify the calves branded with the lazy 2 the brand inspectors will have a difficult time as well.  If the brand inspectors have problems brand inspecting your calves this means more shrink on your calves and less dollars in your pocket.   

HORN LEVY
September 1, 2005 the horn levy will move from $2.00/head to $10.00/head.  To avoid the risks associated with the dehorning of older cattle, CIDC (Cattle Industry Development Council) at the request of the Horn Levy Committee will be asking the provincial government to exempt cows and bull from the horn levy for the first five years of the new levy rate.  As producers, make sure you are taking steps to dehorn your calves and yearlings before going to market.  (Cattle need to be healed before shipping).

PURCHASE ORDERS
For members purchasing cattle through a licensed auction market you must have a purchase order.  All approvals, documentation and deposit funds must be in order prior to a purchase order being given.  Please contact Lindy (association secretary) to obtain a purchase order.  

CCIA TAGGING

Why switch to RFID tags?  The Canadian Cattle Industry has recognized the benefits of RFID to enhance the quality and efficiency of the national trace back system.  As an industry repositioning itself we need a trace back system that gives the consumer and international market … assurance of efficient traceback and containment of serious animal health and food safety problems.  The program is regulated and enforced by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA).  Instead of scanning a barcode, as was the case with the old CCIA bar code tags, a harmless, silent radio signal is emitted from the RFID tag and automatically read by the receiver equipment at the feedlot or packing plant.   One of the nice things about the new RFID tags is that producers can start keeping their own production records electronically.  These tags offer the potential for simplified record keeping and improved accuracy.  The new electronic scanner will be small and can fit in to the palm of your hand and reads through flesh and mud.  
Animals already tagged with the old-style barcode tags will be grandfathered, so you will not have to retag them with a RFID tag.  CCIA however is discouraging manufacturers and producers from stockpiling barcode tags for future use or sale.  

WEBSITES AND BSE UPDATES
BSE Updates are available at www.info-cca.ca.  You may have these updates sent to you daily if you register.  The BCBFA’s website is www.bcbfa.ca.  It is one stop shopping with a lot of links.  
Any member wishing to be added onto my email BSE update list please let me know.  Updates are sent out at least weekly.  My email address is bearvaly@quesnelbc.com.  

BCBFA AGM 

The BC Breeder and Feeder Association will be holding it’s AGM in Prince George on June 4th, 2005 at the Day’s Inn starting at 8:30 p.m.  Any member of a feeder or bred heifer association is welcome and encouraged to attend.  The notice is attached.

FARM INCOME PROGRAM (FIP) – GENERAL PAYMENT

The General Payment will provide assistance to Canadian producers to supplement support provided through existing programs and to help maintain income stability in the face of significant financial challenges. The General Payment and the Direct Payment are the dual components of the Farm Income Payment offered by the Government of Canada. 

For the General Payment, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) will distribute the funds by cash payment directly to producers, based on their average eligible net sales (ENS) for the years 1998 to 2002 , or average ENS for those years where Net Income Stabilization Account (NISA) data is available. Producers who did not participate in NISA for the 2002 stabilization year or did not apply for the previous Transitional Industry Support Program (TISP) must apply for the General Payment. Producers who submit a General Payment application will have their payment based on their 2002 ENS.   Application forms are available at http://www.agr.gc.ca/fip/form.html#direct.  The direct payment application is attached.

[image: image1.png]Farm Income Payment - Direct Payment Application

Nome Province of Mai Farmstead
Tz

Telephone Namber (0oys) vening) TowniCty | Province | PosalCode
e U Oy

Contact Information _Please complete f differnt than above.

Nome Adress

Tefephane Nember (0o ey TownrCiy | e | PomaTCate

This spplication s for

Qindividuat Oa corporation __Da co-operative s trust_ O commune

|

Sodal Insuronce Nomber. Business Tox Number Trunt Tovation Number

Ii. Livestock Information

Please indicat the number of head for each type of livestock owned by this applicant as of December 23, 2003
Partners are to indicate only their portion of  partnership's ivestock. Please fnd instructions for completing
each column below the tabl.

@ Toual (&) Number of (9 Number of (@) Total Number
LIVESTOCK | Number of | minus| intact Males | minus| Females Having |equs|
‘Animals Birthed
caTTLE - - -
BisON - - -
GoaTs - - -
SHEEP - - -
(@) Record the total mumber of animals for ach Iivestock (©) Recordthenumberof emales that have bisthedin their

typeovmed on December 23, 2003 Hifetime for cach lvestock type owied o
() Record the number of intact males over | year of age Decermber 23,2005,
Orlorbison over 3 vears ofage for ¢sch Iivestock type  (d) Subtract the amount
ned on Decermber 23, 2005 p i () and enter the
< want e, Thi £ th total numbr of
g anionts for the fype ofHvestock ndicated

for (1) and (€ from the

(@ Total (9) Total Number

LIVESTOCK | Number of multiply| () Ratio equals| of Eligible Animals
‘Animals ©x® =@

EK x| osrs -

DEER x 0.81 -

By subimitting thisapplcation orm, -

"ty hat th formation providd s completeand crrect

. Consenttotheauct and vrsicatonof the formation pvidecton i orm,such st s vefication tobe peformed by
Rgricalure 3 g oo Conads. Incain Ivstock npecton aencis prowincn Goveroments o othr pares chsen by
Agiculur and Agr0d Conad o it and verkation purposes:

- Consenttothe s e dislonme ot ifortmaion oo i s or by fficals fAgiclurs an Age oo Canad snd.
ot any athr o o proam affrec by el 1 prvinCLGove et where the formaton o s o
elevantorhe urporesof st s, evluation,program deveopment and deermining isisance payments.

+ Comsent 0 hind paris incuding federa rd provinLl govemment poogams v insncl dhoing wponrequest
L0 Aqriculure snd A oo Consd sy nformatin hot 1 elevant o he oot verston o nfomation prewiied on

+ Agre o repayanyovrpayment mount rceved 5 it Pyment st o st shows the amounteceved exceeds the





B.C. Livestock Producedrs Co-Op Market Report May 10, 2005

	Steers
	Heifers

	Weight
Price Range
Average
Weight
Price Range
Average
0-299

0-299

81.00-107.00

102.00

300-399

90.00-107.00

104.00

300-399

95.00-105.00

98.00

400-499

90.00-118.50

106.80

400-499

88.00-100.00

94.12

500-599

70.00-116.50

98.41

500-599

70.00-96.00

90.61

600-699

67.00-111.50

96.65

600-699

60.00-95.25

87.20

700-799

78.50-97.50

91.03

700-799

77.00-88.75

83.76

800-899

64.00-90.00

84.00

800-899

74.50-84.00

78.12

900+

54.00-82.25

78.28

900+

31.00-67.00

56.58

Butcher Bulls

17.00-24.75

Butcher Bulls

D1 D2 Cows

D1 D2 Cows

18.00-23.00
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VALLEY AUCTION LTD.


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	"Buy and Sell with Confidence"
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	On offer at Valley Auction Ltd.
	MAY 12,2005
	
	

	
	Head of Livestock
	445
	
	

	
	Number of Buyers
	27
	
	

	
	ITEM
	 
	 
	
	

	
	Baby Calves
	 $                75.00 
	 $              175.00 
	
	

	
	Veal Calves
	 
	 
	
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	
	D 1-2 Cows
	 $                16.00 
	 $                 24.25 
	
	

	
	D 3-5 Cows
	 $                   5.00 
	 $                 12.00 
	
	

	
	Holstein Cows
	 $                16.00 
	 $                 21.75 
	
	

	
	Bulls
	 up to 
	 $                 26.75 
	
	

	
	Bred Cows
	 
	 
	
	

	
	Cow Calf Pairs
	 $              600.00 
	 $              810.00 
	
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	
	FEEDER CATTLE DIVISIONS
	
	

	
	Steer Calves 300-400
	 
	 
	
	

	
	Steer Calves 400-500
	 
	 
	
	

	
	Steer Calves 500-600
	 
	 
	
	

	
	Feeder Steers 600-700
	 $                97.00 
	 $              110.00 
	
	

	
	Feeder Steers 700-800
	 $                85.00 
	 $                 92.25 
	
	

	
	Feeder Steers 800-900
	 $                87.00 
	 $                 92.60 
	
	

	
	Feeder Steers 900-1000
	 $                80.00 
	 $                 87.75 
	
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	
	Heifer Calves 300-400
	 
	 
	
	

	
	Heifer Calves 400-500
	 
	 
	
	

	
	Heifer Calves 500-600
	 
	 
	
	

	
	Feeder Heifers 600-700
	 $                86.00 
	 $                 98.75 
	
	

	
	Feeder Heifers 700-800
	 $                86.00 
	 $                 91.75 
	
	

	
	Feeder Heifers 800-900
	 $                80.00 
	 $                 89.00 
	
	

	
	Feeder Heifers 900-1000
	 $                69.00 
	 $                 79.00 
	
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	
	HOGS, SHEEP & GOATS
	
	

	
	Sows
	 
	 
	
	

	
	Feeder Pigs
	 
	 
	
	

	
	Feeder lambs
	 $              100.00 
	 $              140.00 
	
	

	
	Ewes
	 $                35.00 
	 $                 42.50 
	
	

	
	Goats
	 $                40.00 
	 $                 90.00 
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


We ask that members continue to contact us when they are selling contract cattle.  We are then prepared if any problems are encountered.   

You will also find in this newsletter package a copy of a properly completed Livestock Manifest and a Bill of Sale.  A Livestock Manifest must be completed whenever cattle are being transported.  When you are selling cattle other than through an auction mart you must also complete the attached bill of sale.  For contract holders please ensure that your livestock manifest and the bill of sale reads the name of the association as the owner with you the member as the contributor.  Please complete the manifests completely and in detail.  If you have any questions or problems please contact the office.  A note for Quesnel members, Lisa Larsen is our local brand inspector and may be contacted at 992-0093.  You should contact her at least 24 hours prior.
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Supervisors 

Cariboo Bred Heifer Cooperative – Brian Pettitt 747-3068 phone/fax 

Quesnel Cooperative Feeder Association – John Bragg 991-2783

BSE UPDATES

TEAM News Headlines

Beef Industry Believes Cut-In Canada Solution Key to Survival (05/16/05 10:05)

OMAHA (DTN) – If Stan Eby has his way, the only way cattle will be leaving Canada is in a box, CP reports.  After two years with no international markets for live cattle – and no end in sight – the embattled beef industry believes a cut-in-Canada is the key to survival.
The goal is for the Canadian market to process all beef before export, eliminating the vulnerability to trade action from the United States, it’s largest trading partner.

“If we can get our slaughter capacity up to just shy of 100,000 per week, we can handle the numbers,” said Eby, president of the Canadian Cattlemen’s Association.

The goal, unthinkable before the detection of made cow disease in an Alberta heifer in May 2003, is tantalizingly within reach.  In the first week of May, some 88,000 cattle were processed in Canadian plant – the most since 1976.
CATTLE:  R-CALF on Friday said it received a two-week extension from a federal appeals court to file documents relating to its bid to block Canadian cattle and beef imports, reports Informa. USDA, via the Ninth Circuit in San Francisco, is appealing a March 2 ruling by a federal court in Montana that

issued a preliminary injunction at R-CALF's request to stop temporarily a government plan allowing imports of Canadian cattle under 30 months old. R-CALF now has until May 26 to file its brief to the appeals court. USDA's response will be due two weeks after that. The court could then schedule a hearing or make a decision. The final hearing in the Montana court is slated for July 27.

R-CALF filed documents on May 9 asking the judge to make a decision before the July 27 deadline.

   The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals recently denied the National Meat Association's (NMA's) motion for an expedited decision on the merits of its appeal to intervene. The appeals court told NMA in a one-sentence statement on May 6 that it would not expedite its decision. NMA's request to intervene is

still before the court.

   A South Korean researcher contends that he has developed cattle immune to bovine spongiform encephalopathy, reports the Web site meatingplace.com. Hwang Woo-seok, a professor at Seoul National University, restructured prion proteins and injected them into fertilized eggs, which were in turn introduced to a surrogate mother. "The cows are theoretically resistant to mad cow disease," the research team said. "The verification process is expected to take quite some time." One of four genetically altered cattle will undergo anaysis in Japan to test Hwang's theory. Hwang is a noted bioengineering expert who a year ago announced that his team had cloned a human embryo for the first time.
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Canada Increases BSE Surveillance by Almost 800% 

(May 2, 2005) - The Canadian Cattlemen’s Association (CCA) today commended Canada ’s beef cattle producers and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) for increasing BSE surveillance by almost 800 percent in each of the first four months of 2005 compared to the same period in 2004. 

“ Canada ’s cattle producers recognize that to rebuild our industry we must take all the steps necessary to maintain our minimal risk status,” says Stan Eby , CCA President. “This includes testing for BSE surveillance purposes at levels recommended by the OIE. Our target this year is 30,000 tests of high risk animals. This level of surveillance is statistically valid to indicate BSE prevalence per million head of cattle.  With the first four months of testing now completed, Canada is on target to surpass our surveillance target for 2005 by at least 100 percent.” 

In 2004, Canada tested 386 animals in January, 550 animals in February, 797 animals in March and 877 animals in April. A huge increase has taken place in 2005 with 5,194 animals tested in January, 4,990 tested in February, 5,591 tested in March and 5,572 tested in April according to records posted on the CFIA website www.inspection.gc.ca. 

“Our largest month for surveillance ever was achieved in December, 2004 when 7,088 animals were tested,” points out Eby. “This is traditionally a month when cattle producers are making their decisions regarding which older animals are retained for breeding and which will be removed from the herd. 

“ Canada ’s cattle producers are to be congratulated for their participation in the surveillance program. It’s dedication such as this that has helped keep demand for Canadian beef strong by reassuring our customers of our commitment to food safety.” 

That commitment has also been recognized by the United States Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, which on April 29 released its technical team report on Canada ’s BSE cases. “Our technical team has completed its review and found that Canada ’s epidemiological efforts were not only appropriate but exceeded levels recommended by an international team of BSE experts,” said John Clifford, APHIS deputy administrator for veterinary services.”  Canada ’s animal identification program allowed for a successful, comprehensive epidemiological investigation.” 




5641 Bastin Road, Quesnel, B.C., V2J 6R1

Phone:  747-8413/992-8483  Fax:  747-8410/992-8489      
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Date:  June 4, 2005

Place:  Day’s Inn – Prince George


600 Quebec Street, Prince George, B.C., V2L 1W7


Phone:  (250)562-7072


Time:  8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Business Meeting

Guest Speakers will include




Chris Giffin (CCIA)




Bill Sanders DVM (Intervet Canada)




Hugh Fallis (OII)




Bob France (BCMAFF)




Lindsay Routledge (Canfax)




Clay Ross (AllFlex)




Quality Starts Here Presentation

The BCBFA Zone Delegates will have a short meeting immediately following the AGM.

A happy hour will follow the meeting sponsored by BMO.

A block of rooms have been set aside for us at the Day’s Inn.  They will be held until May 25th.  If you need to book a room can you do so asap.

For more information please contact Lindy Gilson at 992-8483.

All members of any breeder or feeder association are encouraged and welcome to attend.

























Specializing in Livestock and Farm Sales








Market prices quoted on this report are based on average prices and condition of livestock�903 HWY 97A, Armstrong, BC V0E 1B7  ph:(250) 546-9420 fax:(250) 546-3399�www.valleyauction.ca








